Routes in the Sierra
Calderona

The Calderona and Portaceli
range are part of the Iberian
System. From the Javalambre
massif, just over the border
in Aragon, the system
gradually loses height as it
approaches the
Mediterranean. These ranges
are the watershed between
the Palancia and Turia river
valleys, over which they offer
magnificent views.

Both the Camp de Turia and
Camp de Morvedre districts
have mountains on one side
and spread out in fertile and
intensely cultivated foothills
on the other. Both districts
have a variety of attractions,
with their finest natural
scenery to be found in the
Calderona and Portaceli
mountains. Despite their
proximity to the Valencia
metropolitan area and their
modest height, they offer a
wide variety of landscapes
and unparalleled conditions
for outdoor activities. To enjoy

their natural heritage at your
leisure while showing respect
for the painstaking labours
of the many generations of
people who have lived and
worked here, it is best to
leave the car behind and
travel through these beauty
spots at the calm pace of a
walker, or on horseback or
by bicycle.

The magnificent hiking
opportunities available in the
Calderona and Portaceli
ranges have been put to
good advantage on what are
known as Senderos de Gran
Recorrido (Long-Distance
trails) and Senderos de
Pequeno Recorrido (Short
Distance trails). These routes
make use of traditional rural
paths and tracks and are
signposted with painted
markers to facilitate their use.

They can be used by anyone
who is reasonably fit and
accustomed to a modicum
of hill walking. Please
remember that the
conservation of these areas
is a responsibility we all share.
Do not light fires or leave
rubbish behind; take it back
with you until you can deposit
it in an appropriate place.
Respect croplands, old
buildings, and animal and
plant life in general.

Long-distance and Short
Distance Hiking route
network

The Calderona and Portaceli
ranges are traversed by a
stretch of the GR-10 (European
E-7) Long Distance route,
which crosses the entire
Iberian Peninsula from the
Mediterranean (Pucol) to the
Atlantic (Lisbon). It is
signposted with white and red
painted markings and has
various branches, such as
those leading to Estivella and
Serra. The GR-10 connects
with the following Short
Distance routes (white and
yellow markings): PRV 8
Olocau-Tristan, PRV 63.9
Gatova-Soneja and PRV 63.8
El Hontanar-Altura. Information
panels are located at stopping
points along the trails. The
regional government'’s
Department of the Environment
has published an explanatory
leaflet covering the GR-10
Long Distance route.

The section of the GR-10 lying
closest to the sea (Serra-Pucol)
provides access to peaks such
as the Picaio and the Garbi,
with splendid views over the
Camp de Turia, Camp de
Morvedre and I'Horta districts.
The section between Serraand
Gatova goes through the heart

of the Portaceli range, where
the Rebalsadors lookout and
other places of great
botanical interest, such as
the cork-oak grove in the
Falaguera gully, can be found.

For cyclist fans

The roads leading into the
mountains offer interesting
routes for cycling fans, who
can take advantage of the
metro and narrow-gauge local
railway network to transport
their bicycles as far as Lliria,
Bétera or Rafelbunyol. There
are lots of choices for touring
bikes. The route to the

I'Oronet pass via Naquera
and Serra is quite a classic
for Valencian cyclists and has
some stretches with cycling
lanes along the hard shoulder.
From Lliria or Bétera there
are routes towards the
Chirivilla pass via Olocau and
Gatova. The climb from
Segart (260 m) to the Garbi
(560 m) is a short but
demanding climb, with a
gradient of over 8.5% for the
first three kilometres. There
are interesting routes
combining both sides of the
mountain range.

Those who prefer a mountain
bike have an extensive
network of tracks on which
to map out their own routes.
From Serra to Gatova, the
length of the range can be
travelled parallel to the GR-10
walking trail on routes that
link to Portaceli and Naquera.

Maps and publications

It is advisable to consult the
maps and seek additional
written information before
embarking on outdoor sports
and leisure activities. The
Sierra Calderona area is
included on the following
1/50,000 scale maps: Villar
del Arzobispo 28-26 (667),
Sagunto 29-26 (668), Liria
28-27 (695) and Burjasot 29-
27 (696). Most of the area

is detailed on 1/25,000
maps from the Instituto
Geogréfico Nacional, and
some 1/10,000 maps are
published by the Servicio
Geogréfico del Ejército, or
Army Geographical Service.

The Portaceli and Calderona
ranges are a veritable school
for hiking enthusiasts from
Valencia and surrounding
districts. A number of
interesting publications can
be mentioned here:
Redescobrir la serra
Calderona, S. Puchades
(Centre Excursionista de
Valéncia, 1990), Portacelii
la Calderona, una serra per
descobrir’ S. Puchades
(Centre Excursionista de
Catalunya’s Muntanya
magazine, 1996, No. 803),
and Tres excursions a la
serra de Portaceliila
Calderona (Muntanya
magazine, 1996, No. 804),
all in Valencian.

A beautiful book of drawings
and commentaries on these
mountains is A. Doménech’s
Descripcién y dibujos de la
sierra Calderona (Valencia,
Centre Excursionista de
Valéncia, 1992, in Spanish).
The Centre Excursionista de
Valéncia has published two
leaflets on activities available
around the Tristan and V.
Penyafort mountain shelters,
while climbers might like
Penyes de Guaita, Guia
d’escalada, J. Grifoll et al.,
(Centre Excursionista de
Valéncia, 1997), in Valencian.

Useful tips

The Camp de Turia and Camp
de Morvedre districts hosting
the Portaceli and Calderona
ranges have good links. There
are regular bus routes from
Valencia to the majority of the
villages and towns in the area.
Both the metro and the
regional government narrow-
gauge railway network link
Valencia to Lliria, Bétera and
Rafelbunyol. A Renfe (Spanish
national) railway line runs from
Valencia to Sagunto then up
the Palancia valley.
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Tourist Information Offices

The area can be accessed

by car along three main Tourist Info Valencia-Paz

routes: Paz, 48
- The N-234 railcar 46003 Valencia, Spain
following the Palancia valley ~ Tel- (+34) 96 398 64 22

along the north side of the Fax &34) %6 3.98 64 2'1 .
range E-mail:valencia@touristinfo.net

- The CV-35 (Valencia-
Ademuz) railcar, a

dual carriageway up to Lliria,
one of the main towns in the
Camp de Turia, connecting
with the CV-25 to Segorbe,
which crosses the mountains
over the Chirivilla pass.

Tourist Info Sagunt

Plaza Cronista Chabret, s/n
46500 Sagunto (Valencia) Spain
Tel. (+34) 96 266 22 13
E-mail:sagunto@touristinfo.net

Tourist Info Camp del Tdria
Mancomunidad de Camp de Tduria
Pla de I'Arc, s/n

46160 Lliria
-'I"he CV-310 runs through Tel. 96 279 36 19
Bétera and crosses the Fax 96 279 26 61

mountains over the 'Oronet  E-mail:campturia@touristinfo.net

pass. )
Tourist Info Serra

C/ Sagunt, 31 bajo

46118 Serra

Tel. 96 168 81 25
E-mail:serra@touristinfo.net

www.comunitatvalenciana.com
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rowing on these mountains are pines, cork oaks, holm ocaks, Junipers Over these mountains 'ﬂy sparrowhawks, Mom‘agu's

and a proc/igioms number ofbmshes and herbs carpeting the groomd. | descended
the mountain, freading on p/am‘s at every step and pmshimg aside the branches
offhe shrubs that hindered my pafh.- the most

common o}[fhese were pl/\i”yv*ea c\Mgus‘rifo'ia

harriers, tawny owls, |on9—eav‘ecl owls, short-toed

eagles, booted eag'es and secretive nocturnal V\igl’\"’jav‘s.

The wild boar, the sqmiwel and the fox share the peaks

and s|opes with the genet, the badgev*, the weasel and

- called mock privet -, sfrawberry trees, the stone marten. A great variety of amplf\iloians, rep’ri|es and
buckthorn, spurge f]ax, laurustinus, insects, inclmding such unusual species as the spuwed toad,

the salamandrid, the blind snake and the ocellated lizard, complefe

the plentiful fauna of the Calderona.

homeysuck/e, mastic trees, oleander and
white flax.”

This is how the 18th-century Valencian
botanist Cavanilles described the Portacoeli

Mountains, which was the name of the Sierra

In addition to its nature attractions, the Calderona has many
historical and archaeologiaﬂ ruins that +es’rify to its Iberian,
Roman and Moorish past, fov*ming a colomrfuJ hev‘ifage simply

waiting to be discovered in the towns and vi||ages of the districts

of Camp de Turia and Camp de Morvedre.

Calderona up to the early 20th century.
Until that time the name of Calderona had only been used

or the area lying between the Garbi and Picaio peaks.
f ¥"g P Our route begins in the Camp de Morvedre, where the vi”ages nestle in two small

valleys, following the Palancia river valley. At Gilet, saddled between the Salero
and San Miguel hills, the ;Z\guﬂa, Xocainet and Redona peaks are ideal

for c|imbing enthusiasts.

This massif situated between the provinces of Castelléon
and Valencia was then, and still continues to be ‘roday, a
special landmark in Valencia's geograplx\y.

Covered in woods, crisscrossed by gullies that force the footpaths
! . f f P Trom this vi||age, turning our backs on the banks of the Palancia, we -

reach the Monasterio de Sancti Spiriti, also known as Sant Espérit ‘.

del Mont, a monastenry comp|ex built in the classical Valencian popmlar
style and fow/\ded in the 15th century. A cloister surrounds a We”—kepf orange

up and down, and sprinklec] with a numbenr of springs and foum’rains (Llentiscle,
Vella, Sentig, Berro, Poll, Saladilla, Sant Antoni, Prunera, Umbria, Gota

and Sapo), the terrain oﬂ:ers the traveller countless alternatives: quiet,

welcoming holiday villages hidden in the mountains; trails for hikin
° g he Y 9 o fo o orchard and, inside the church, a collection of 66 paintings by Josep Benlliure

recount the life of St. Francis. To the north-east, taking a path that twists through

pine trees and rosemary bushes in one of the most beautiful spots in the district, the

riding or mountain biking; peaks and c|iffs for the more adventurous
to scale. P[/\o+ograpl/\y foms can shoot c|ose—up5 of rare insect and

plan+ species, OV\'Y to be foumc] in the V\eigl/\bou\rl/\oocl, or panoramic

houses of Segarf cling to the slope of a hill where a Via Dolorosa

- Bl- ot .. ‘s’ v
” |
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% Refurning to the Palancia, Albalat dels
Tarongers sits on a hillock on the leff river bank, in

views of the mc\gnificewf scenery from lookout points such as the Picaio
. . ., climbs up to a chapel. From Segart we can visit the Font de
promontory or the peaks of Gorgo, Penya-roja, Moratilla, Garbi or

. . o L ‘On spring on the penya-v‘oja mountain (between Segarf and
Rebalsadors, which are the l/\lgl/\es’r summits in the area. Because it is so

. . . Néquera) and visit an abandoned quarry that once produced the
close to the coast, short trips can also be made to the beaches in Valencia

marble that Cavanilles called “the stone of ﬂowev‘s (oon), the most precious

stone and without doubt the best in this
Kingclom aﬁer the breccia of Tabarca”.

or Castellon.

Extensive pine wood are iV\'Fev*Spey‘Secl with cork caks, holly oaks and strawberry

trees, while in the more leafy gm”ies willows, elms and poplars alternate with
oleanders, blackberry bushes, terebinth trees, service or sorb trees, and

hawthorns. The plant cover is rich indeed - with carpets of rosemary, kermes land h de ol h
whenr ine w ternate with on
oak mastic trees, heather and French lavender - but the most precious species alandscape ere pme woods allernate with orange

) , o . - orchards, and almond and carob groves. The Pla
in this terrain is the rockrose. As many as six varieties of rockrose are known, ’ 9 /

which Cavanilles classified as white- leaved, rosemary-leaved, curly or
curly-leaved, Montpellier, poplar-leaved and sage-
e

Linares, Carrasca and Bese|ga gu\”ies run down to the
Palancia through the farmlands of Estivella. In this water-rich country, the Roman

leaved aqueduct is still in use (providing the main irrigation channel for Sagunto) and
eaved.
the Barraix and Beselga springs are much appreciated for their medicinal
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powers. The Garbi peak can be reached from Barraix. From here,
close to the remains of a cl/\apel and an old inn, there is an excellent '1

view over the entire district as fcw* as the sea.

Ascending to Torres Torres we can observe the contrast
between the eastern side, covered in orange groves and other
fy*uif trees, and the wild, mountainous area to the west, with
[/\eigll\’rs of over 500 metres rising to 725 metres on the Nevera
peak. This vi“age deserves a |eisurely visit. Jt lies at the foo’r
of a hill, crowned by a small castle which has a tower and part

of the walls still standing. Algimia de ;Alfara and ;Alfara de

;Algimia share their name in reverse as well as

|
i

sharing an irregular geography with Algar de
Palancia: ’rlf\ey are ﬂaf on the viver banks and t, e LN
\‘ e ]

serrated on the mountain slopes, which are

covered in pines, kermes oak, rosemary and ‘rlf\yme.

Over a ridge known as the Collado de la Viaa or de 'Ovonet

- now in the Camp de Taria district - we come to Serra.

/‘;Elf\is town is overlooked by a ruined castle and by the .
s T Rebalsadors and I’Al del i peaks, over 800 metres lf\iglf\, forming awall that protects

=4

the vi”age, and benefi‘rs the rich cl/\ew*y orchards, which are quite famou\s, and play
a star role in the annual town fies‘ra. A walk up and down the neiglf\bouv‘l/\ood will
lead us to beau\‘ry spots such as the Puntal del Sapo, the Cova So+erranya, the
Cova papa”o!’\a and also in the spurs of Rebalsadors, the so-called “Mina de

Plata”, or Silver Mine, whose history has unfortunately fallen into complete oblivion.

Between Serra and Né\quev‘a, a road lf\eading west leads to the
Cartuja de Porta Coeli monastery. As we get closer,
it is easy fo understand W]/\Y the monks, back in the
12th century, chose this spot as their retreat, giving
it the name of Porta Coeli, or Door to Heaven. This
small va“ey smddenly opening out in the midst of
the mountains seems to spring s’rraigh’r out of a
medieval tale. The land was originally bought by
bisl/\op Abalat, confessor to King Jaime I, and a
building was started here in 1272, The cloisters,
the Gothic church and a collection of paintings
with works by Ribalta and Alonso Cano are the
most interesting fea’rmres. The monastery,
howevew is comp|e+e|y oﬁ:-boumds for women and !.- X
very restricted fov* men, so visitors must content A ¥
themselves with a fiV\e view from the outside or a

walk along the Gothic aqueduct.
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Néquera’s highest points are the peaks of the

Pinar, Trencalls, Montcudio and Cabe¢c Bowt.

The remaindenr of its wwmicipal district is made
up of eroded foothills, washed away and broken
up by the I'OV, ]\]équev‘a and Carraixet gu\”ies. In the

vi”age i‘rsel]c, we can visit the 18th century church and the stations

of the cross leading to the clf\apel of St Francis of Assisi with an iV\+eres‘riV\9 15th
century altarpiece. Nearby, the Covas de la Corralista and Cova dels Estudiants,
the Puntal de los Moros, and the Salt and de ’Owr springs are very beam+ifm|
spots to visit. On the other side of the Carraixet gully, the restored castle and
the Torre Bofilla tower bear witness to Bétera's Arab past.

560 metres above sea level, Gatova commands the |/\i9'/\65‘r
peaks in the Calderona range: the Ciov*go is 907 metres [/\ig'/\
and the ;éxguila, Alto de Calera and Piezarroya peaks
are all over 800 metres. There are numerous springs in
this area, inclmding the Iranzo, Rebollo, Delicias, Pico
del 7i\gui|a, Tuente Frio, Alameda, del Muro and others,
encouraging travellers to stop and taste their waters, amid
pine fov*es’rs, cork oaks, holly oaks and rosemary bushes.
Further south a|on9 the Carraixet 9U\HY we come to
Marines Viejo and Marines Nuevo and, in a hollow
surrounded by mountains, Olocau, where we can stop
to see a small Gothic bell which, accov‘cling to le,gencl,
comes frow\ the monastery and, formew|y, frow\ the ruins
of the Castell del Real, which, as peop|e still prow:”y
recount, was the fiv*sf that suﬁev‘ecl the onslauglf\f of cl Cid
and one of the last to surrender to King Jaime L. To the west, in the area bordering
on the Los Serranos district, Casinos offers visitors its famous peladillas, ov

sugared almonds, and its garrapifiadas, or crystallized syrup-coated almonds.

Lohg befov*e the Romans firs‘r marched ‘rl/\rougl/\ here, the Jberians fouw\cled

Edeta on what is now the San Migu\e' hill in Lliria. This was the capi+a| of
Edetania until the Roman conquest, being destroyed by Sertorius, who fov*ceol
the inhabitants to build their new homes on the plaiV\, where the fown is now
located. Traces of their brilliant past include interesting pain’recl ceramics
on view in the Prehistory Museum in Valencia, or a mosaic known as 'Los
doce trabajos de Hércules', Hercules' twelve labours, occupying a place
of honour in the National Archaeological Museum. Under Muslim rule, Lliria

was the seat of a Cadi (judge appoin’red by the ca|iplf\)- Kihg TJaime 1

granted its Town Charter and Felipe V created the duchy of

Llivia, which fina“y passed to the House of Alba when the third
duke married Teresa de Silva, duchess of Alba, who is buried here.
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A quiet walk around Lliria enables us to discover its interesting l/\eri’rage. The
Palacio Municipal in the Plaza Mayor, which ranks as an ancient House of
Alba palace, is a maghificen’r Renaissance building, while the most interesting
feah/w‘es of the arclf\pries’r's church of the ;Z\ssumpﬁon are its Bav‘oqme dome
and fag:ac]e. The Jg|esia de la Sang, an excellent exaw\ple of a transitional
Romanesque church, is also worth a visit, as are the churches of San Francisco,

the Asunciéon and the Remedio. Lliria has acquiwecl international prestige
¥ thanks to its pey\clx\om’r for music, so a visit to the v*espec‘rive l/\eaolquam‘ev*s
of its two bands, the Primitiva and the Unién Musical,

is a must. Befov*e |eavin9 Lliria, the Monasterio

de San Miguel should also be seen, where, .
accov*dimg to tradition, a feaﬂ/\er of the "‘.f % A
-\

archangel’s wing is kept. The chapel 4

oy
and spring of San Vicente, is anothenr spot

As we cross the plain of Lliria we stop off at Benaguasil to climb
to the Montiel sanctuary, at Benisand to take its medicinal waters and

admire its castle, surrounded loy curtain walls, and, fina“y, at La

Pobla de Vallbona, which has numerous housing developments.

As Cavanilles wrote: “The Turia, after traversing 20 leagues
among the mountains, enclosed in c/eep gorges, breaks fr‘ee
in the neighbourhood of Llivia, where it begins to fertilize the
banks and fields down to the sea”. From Llivia to Valencia this plain stills

presents the same picture as in former days, and our trip has come to an end.

L HMvenr

Local cuisine varies gv*eafly, from the time-consuming dishes that fypical of the
interior such as ollas and calderetas to the classic salads and the thousands of
rice dishes of the coast. Serra, Benisand and La Pobla de Vallbona are famous
for their paellas, and Néquera for its embutidos, or sausages. For dessert, the
cherries of Serva or the peaches and peladillas of Casino compete with the almond

biscuits called almendrados and the round VOSC]M///C!S fotmd in every vi”age.

A fm” range of fiesfas take place H/\rou\gl/\ou\‘r the year. Patron saint celebrations
and fes’rive processions and pilgrimages to local shrines and sanctuaries are
accow\paniecl by be”—ringing, music, bonfiy*es and fiv*eworks. The most specfacular
is the Procesion de les Afabegues, or 'basil plants', in Bétera, where these

monumental p|an+s, over two metres l/\iglf\, are paraded.

TUR/\’SME

GENERALITAT VALENCIANA

AGENCIA VALENCIANA DEL TURISME

ALGAR DE PALANCIA ALBALAT DELS TARONGERS

DELS TARONGERS
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