Routes in the Bufiol Valley

The Bunol Valley marks the
ascent from the Valencian
coastal lands to the meseta
of Castile. The eastern part,
around Godelleta, Cheste and
Chiva, is a gently sloping
winegrowing area connecting
the neighbouring districts of
'Horta, La Ribera Alta and
El Camp de Turia. At Bunol,
a tall geographical mass bars
the way to the west. In former
days it was the first big
obstacle on the road to
Castile. Today the traffic flows
smoothly up impressive
viaducts that rise 500m in
just a few minutes. The
landscape is more
mountainous, but the valleys
are still dotted with vineyards
whose autumn hues seem to
give melancholic chromatics
to the district.

The sierras, ascendable via
mountain trails and dirt roads,
offer good panoramas
because of their proximity to
the coast. The rivers and
streams in the area lend a
special touch to the scenery:
the Forata reservoir, the
banks of the Magro and
Mijares rivers, the unique
geomorphology of the Buriol

river and the Carcalin ravine,
and to the south, the Jicar
river, boxed in between tall
cliffs, marks the border of
the district.

The area contains industrial
estates in Bufiol with scenery
that is fully rural in character.
The diversity and quality of
the landscape deserves a
tranquil tour of the area to
enjoy nature at its best

and all the admirable
improvements to the land
worked by generations of
inhabitants. The best ways
to discover these enchanting
lands is to leave your car
behind and set out on foot,
by bicycle or even on
horseback.

The Bufol Valley is ideal for
hiking trips, which can be
made using the so-called
Long and Short-Distance
Routes, known in Spain as

“Senderos de Pequefio
Recorrido” (PRs) and
“Senderos de Gran Recorrido”
(GRs). These are traditional
trails signposted in colours
to facilitate orientation. They
can be used by anyone in
good physical shape and
moderately accustomed to
walking in the mountains.

Please remember that
keeping this landscape
beautiful is everyone’s
responsibility. Do not light
fires or leave rubbish behind,
take it with you until you can
leave it in the appropriate
place. Respect crops and
rural constructions, and plant
and animal life in general.

Long and Short
Distance Hiking Route
Network

The Long-Distance Hiking
Route GR-7 (signposted in red
and white) cuts through the
western part of the district
from north to south, offering
scenic views of the Tejo and
Moratillas peaks, the Sierra
de Martés and the Venta
Gaeta. The northernmost
sector (up to Rebollar) is
described in the Topoguia
Arteas de Arriba-Rebollar
(Valéncia, Centre Excursionista
de Valéncia, 1986). The
Short-Distance Hiking Route
PRV-115 (signposted in white
and yellow) joins Yatova,

the Forata reservoir and the
GR-7. In addition to these
routes, the Bunol Valley offers
a wide range of possibilities

for enjoying nature, from
simple strolls to long
excursions.

Climbing in the Bufiol

Valley

Along the Buriol river or the
Carcalin ravine, Valencian
climbers have marked out
various limestone faces for
climbing. The Maneri gorge,
an affluent of the Bufol river,
has a spot called Aguja Roja
(Red Needle) next to the old
stagecoach inn called Venta
de 'Home. Along the course
of the Bufiol river are three
small climbing schools, known
to enthusiasts as the Silla del
Papa, Nido de Aguilas and
Pared AALOS. These are
routes marked out in the 70s
and are to be climbed with all
due care. The heights range
from 50 to 70m. Accesses

and descriptions can be found
in the book by R. Cebrian
Montanas Valencianas vol. Il
(Valencia, 1983).

For cyclists

Roads in the Bunol Valley
offer a wide choice of routes
for cycling fans. Making a
trip to Dos Aguas and
admiring the deep canyon
of the Jucar river is only one
of them. The circuit around
the Sierra de Martés begins
in Macastre or Yatova,
following the local road
CV-429 to La Portera
(Requena). From here one
can continue along the
N-330 to Los Pedrones,
where the CV-425 branches
off to border the southern

- part of the mountains to

close the circuit. The

strategic location of the

Bunol Valley gives cyclists
the chance to map out
routes that run into the
neighbouring districts of
La Canal de Navarrés or the
Plana de Requena-Utiel,

with railway stations serving
as departure and destination
points.

Those preferring the mountain
bike have a range of trails
along which they can mark
out their own routes. One
example is the climb to the
Sierra de Malacara (up to the
Nevera peak at 1,118m,
reached by a dirt track); or
the Sierra de Martés; from
Siete Aguas the Tejo peak
(1,250m) can be reached; or
from Chiva there is a climb
to Los Bosques, with

excellent panoramic views
over the coastal plain.

Publications and maps
Visitors interested in
excursions can consult two
works by R. Cebrian:
Montanas Valencianas vol. Il
(Valencia, 1983) and
Montanas Valencianas vol. lll
(Valencia, Centre Excursionista
de Valéncia, 1986). In view
of its publication date, some
itineraries may have changed
due to the opening of new
routes, or overgrowth or
destruction of the natural
habitat by forest fires. Before
going on an excursion or
doing outdoor sports in the

district it is recommendable
to consult maps and obtain
detailed written information.
The Bunol Valley is included
in the following 1:50,000
scale maps: Chulilla 27-27
(694), Lliria 28-27 (695),
Requena 27-28 (720),
Cheste 28-28 (721), Jalance
27-29 (745) and Llombai
2829 (746).
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Useful Tips

The Bufol Valley's main link
is the Valencia-Madrid dual
carriageway (A-3), on which
the towns of Cheste, Chiva,
Bunol and Siete Aguas are
located. The local road
CV-425 is the main route
around the rest of the district.
From the south, the best
access route is via Turis,
along the CV-50 and CV-415.

There are regular bus routes
from Valencia to towns in the
Bunol Valley. The Valencia-
Cuenca-Madrid railway line
has stops in Cheste, Chiva,
Bufol and Siete Aguas.
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Tourist Information
Offices

Further information can be
obtained from local town
councils in the district and
in the tourist information
office of Requena.

Tourist Info Requena

Calle Garcia Montes s/n
46340 Requena

Tel. & Fax: 96 230 38 51
E-mail:touristinfo.requena@
turisme.m400.gva.es

Tourist Info Valencia-Paz
Calle Paz, 48

Tel. 96 398 64 22

Fax 96 398 64 21

E-mail:touristinfo.valencia@
turisme.m400.gva.es

www.comunitat-valenciana.com
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bundant pines, sh‘awberry trees, map/es and a proc/igioms

numbenr ofshrmés and bushes grow here, which not infrequenf/y
Mpho/sfer the soil comp/efe/y (.0n). There are many sprimgs whose
waters are copious and ofexce//em‘ qua/ify. 6verywhere the airis pure,

fresh and cold in the higher parts and warmer in the Va//eys.” — Cavanilles

The springs and excellent waters that the 18th-C botanist Cavanilles
mentions in his observations are still very apropos in this district watered
by the vivers Magro, Juanes, Buitol, Mijares and Jicar. Snaking through *
the canyons, running ‘H/\V‘OMQI’\ c’eep gorges, rising up at mountainside
springs or plummeﬁng down cascades, water is a ubiqu’ou\s element in

the Buitol Va”ey, and local fomn’rains are very much a part of the picture in

this scenic district.

The landscape here is varied and rich. Along the
eastern side of the district the terrain is gently sloping L
and uw\dv\la’ring, with ochre, golden and reddish soils,
a"rev‘na‘ring with market gardens and L\illfops cloaked
in vineyards. The more westerly parts present hillier
terrain, with peaks rising l/\igl/\ev‘ and ]/\ig]/\er and
the scenery getting greenenr. In addition to the
;Neppo pine, the mountainsides are covered in
sweet-smelling clumps of thyme, rosemary, penny
mountain and gorse, and growing in the shadier
spots, hemmed in between Vockcliffs, are yews,
holm oaks and maples. Standing practically
everywhere, often close to the rivers, there are

Veplani'am‘ions of pop'av‘ trees, willows and oleanders.

Soav‘ing over the mountains one can see the short-toed eag|e, the sparrowlf\awk
and the buzzard, and to a lesser extent, perlf\aps the golclen eag|e, Bonelli’s ea9|e
and the booted eag'e. There are many ravens, magpies and crows, and mammals
such as the common L\edgelf\og, the mountain cat, the wild boar, the weasel, the
fox, the genet or the stone marten. In the wilder p|aces

the proud deer can sometimes be ﬂee‘ringly seen.

A tour of the Buiol Vc\”ey provides lots of surprises

for the visitor. Nature lovers will enjoy walking ’rlr\romg'/\
the cool s'/\c\cly in\e foy*es’r near the Nevera peak and the
Sierra Malacara, or wahc’ering flr\y*omgl/\ the Vallesa valley and
the Santa Maria sierras, visiting sites such as Los Bosques,
El Caballén or Las Cabrillas. ;chlx\aeo|ogy bmffs can see
important settlements and remains of Iberian and Roman
for’n»ess towns. The more adventurous can ascend to the Asno or Ave peaks,
descend the course of the river Juanes or climb the walls of its gorges. FFor

everyone, a quiet rest next fo the cool waters of the Turche wa’rev*fa” or at any of
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its innumerable springs, or some fisl/\ing in the Forata reservoir, oﬁey‘ othenr

leisure alternatives.

The district presents additional attractions foy‘ scientists and
researchers. Some of the remains foumc’ here include a
unique species called the “calicoterides” (somef[/\ing
between a horse and a goy‘i”a), giant rhinos, bears,
wolves and elepkan+s ‘rl/\af l/\ave smy‘prised H/\e
scienﬁfic community. In 9eo|ogica| terms, Buiol was once an
immense savannah, like those in presenf—c{ay Africa, and is one of the

oldest and most souﬂr\erly europecm sites for mammalian life from the Miocene period.

In addition to its natural attractions, it also oﬁers interesting

alternatives because of its fes’rivifies calendar, mainly

i §
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patron saint’s day and the religious rites intermingle with

in the summer months. All towns celebrate their

dances, ]f\eifer bai‘ring and open-air concerts. In Chiva,
people run with the steers through the streets on three fiesta days,
staging popular dances known as “torras” to the sound of the drum and ﬂagedef. In
Buitol, people dress up as souls (animas) and mourners (plaiideras) and carry lanterns
and candles in a procession called the “Burial of the Sardine”. Among all the fiestas,
the “Tomatina” of Buiol is famous. This fiesta started in a casual way in 1945
and has now become an enormous tomato battle involvihg the whole town and attracting
thousands of tourists during the last for‘migl/\f of August.

The local cuisine combines vegetables from the market gardens with sturdy, traditional
dishes that still use recipes of old, such as mojete (a bread dip), olla poc/rida (a meat stew),
La Hoya suckling pigs, chorizos del demonio (hot chovizo sausages), pisto (pepper and
tomato hash), morteruelo (cured pork), and rinran (codfish cooked

with 9ar|ic and potatoes and sprinkled with virgin olive oil),

all washed down with the excellent wines fmm the area.
TFor dessent, delicious tables grapes — black tempranera,
roseti or muscatel — watermelon and honey melons fmm
Giodelleta, or dried fruits and nuts from
Chiva can be accompanied by a mistela
or muscatel liquew‘, aniseed rolls and

sugar-com‘ec! almonds.

The tour starts in Cheste, a town
that has been highly regarded by
arcb\aeologisfs since 1864, when, in a p|ace called
Partida de Zafa, the so-called “Treasure of Cheste”
was fowx\cl, an impov"ranf horde ofjewe|s and gold
and silver coins da’ring fv*om the Iberian period. The

town makes wines that are well worth tasting, and
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a visit can also be made to the c]r\apel dedicated to the Valencian St Vicente
Ferrer, in the Plaza del Calvario and to the church of San Lucas, with a

svelte bav‘oque bell tower. The old part of town is goool for a stroll around

the winding streets of Moorish origin.

Also of interest in the environs of Cheste is the Valencian Region’s
“Ricardo Tormo” Racetrack, where exciting automobile and

mofovcycling events and competitions are held on a Ve9m|ar basis.

Towards the town of Chiva, the land becomes more Mhdula’ring, and
the vineyards are set on ochre-coloured and reddish terrain. Built around
the ]coomL of a hill +oppec| by the ruins of a castle, the town deserves a
stop to visit the parochial church with frescoes
by Vergara and the well-tended, white chapel
of the Virgin of the Castle (Virgen del Castillo).
The municipal area is mountainous, punctuated by
ravines and numerous fountains that cool the air and
fov*m shady ocases that are l/\ig'/\ly appvecion‘ed by the
local residents and visitors. The sierras in the area place
a note of colour on the scenery, in which modern residential

estates can frequenﬂy be seen.

Trom Chiva or Cheste excursions can be made to

the beauty spots of the Hoz and Marjana ravines and to the fountain of

. [ Y ’ the Alhéndiga, or 9olf enthusiasts can try their swing on the 18-hole €l
]

BOSq ue golf course.

-
4 ' '\\ The road to Godelleta runs H/\v‘omglf\ |ar9e viheyay‘ds, market gav*c]ens
-‘ and fv*mi’r tree orchards. The town sits on a p[ain that gains in l/\eiglf\’r
‘ “‘\ towards Hf\e west, and to the northeast it Veacl/\es the last spurs '

in the centre on a medieval tower with Moowrish foumda’riohs, the remains

of the Sierra pev‘encl/\iza, clothed in pihe fowesfs and mountain

shrubbeyy. The old town centre has wincling streets that converge

of the oy‘iginal Arabic town of Godaila. Befoy‘e continuing the tour one
should try the excellent muscatel wine called “mistela” and visit some of the
foun’rains 'H/\Vomglr\om’r the W\L«nicipali’ry: Caliccm’ro, me}al,

Carrasca, Fuentecica and Rulla.

In a va”ey beside a river of the same name lies the
town ofBuﬁol, surrounded by hills, fowfﬁains and springs

ina |am:]scape decorated with ash trees and maples

aHey‘y\aHng with mastic trees and l/\oneysmckle. The town
is fairly |ar9e, set on the slopes of a mountain cappecl Ey a

casﬂe, and has L\ay‘moniously in’regrai’ed its old fown centre with more modern districts.
To get acquaini’ed with its origins, a tour of the town should start with a visit to the

fov“hfess cas+|e, whose silhouette stands out at the [/\igl/\es+ poilmL in town, with a keep
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j that towers 30m high. This was originally a Roman tower, Beyond the Sierra del Ave, the town of Dos Aguas rises up like

a scu\lph/\y‘e in the sky. I+ is hidden among the mountains, like a tiny

and was later en|ar9ed by the Moors. There is an e|egan+
Giothic hall where chamber music concerts are of‘feV\ sfaged. paradise in the midst of lf\mge stretches of mountain land which

have gv‘adua”y grown back their tree and shrub cover fo”owiy\g
past bouts with foresi' fiv‘es. A number of fomvﬁ'ains feecl the +l/\y‘ivin9

plan+ life, and the river Jacar, bordering the district, snakes 'l'[/\romglf\

In the p'ace where the ancient mosque stood, there is now
an interesting avclx\aeo|ogica| museum, and next to the
castle walls is the curious open-air Museum of Scu|p’mre.
i the |andscape to form unique ’oeau\fy spots. As an aHew\aHve, hikes can be made

troll d Id t+ of t ill gi isit i bl " .
A stroll around the old par of own will give vistiors a view of forme:» neblemens to the Ave or the Carcamal peaks. The ef‘foy‘f of the ascent will be richly

mansions, picturesque streets such as the Calle de la Savtén (Frying Pan St) rewarded by the fantastic panoramas fo be gained from the fop

or the Church of St Peter the Apostle, with its tiled dome and sturdy bell
tower. In the outlying part of town is the chapel dedicated to San Luis Beltrén, On the westernmost tip of the district, on the other side of the Sierra
next to a spring and founfain of the same name, to which, as the local legehd Malacara, the town of Siete ;Aguas — li‘rera“y “seven waters” — is

goes, this saint gave eternal life. This is a picturesque spot where a large the mountain outpost that divides the Valencian piedmonfs from the

open-air auditorium has been built, a place whevre two local music bands, l/\igl/\ plain cf Reqv\eha, tucked away in an area cut fl/\rouglr\ and

the Arménica and the Awtistica, rival each other in performing fine concerts. through by defiles, ravines and gorges. This area was once described by the botanist
Cavanilles as the refuge of waylayers and highway robbers, but it has now become
Buiol is surrounded by streams and rivers on all sides. There are over three . . . . . .
heandred h J h a quiet, peacefu' holiday area, set in beamhful landscape closed in by the sierras
ndlr ntains in the town i nd in H nviron Iz ntain, rin

v € fou ams e fo centre, a ! @ environs are fou ams, springs, of Santa Mawria, Tejo and Malacara, with altitudes that rise above one thousand
streams and wa’rev‘fa”s scattered around the wwmicipali’ry, creating scenic spots . .
metres. The Siete Aguas stream ﬂows through here formmg deep, narrow valleys,

flanked by pine forests in the shadows of the Nevera peak and the Sierra
Malacara and Cabvrillas, whereas other parts are covered by »

shrubbery and underbrush.

that visitors should see befowe confinuing, such as the Turche cascade, the Cave of

the Maravillas, the :—jav*a and Ronqui”o fow\’rains and the river area known as Hmcmes.

Towards the soud-l/\, ;A"ooracke presents a broken |andscape crisscrossed by gorges,
ravines and streambeds. A road Ieacling +l/\rougl/\ mu|bewy, olive

and carob trees leads to the village ofMacasfre, with houses
exfem:ling across the ]qonL land to the skirts of a l/\i“i'op

This town is fu” of |egencls, among which is the one about
Doia Jimena, the Cid’s wife, who stayed here on her
return to Castile bearing her husband’s body in state.

Another more romantic tale has it that 15th-C 7A\|fonso V in

an af:fair with the wife of one of his foofmey\, had to cross

crowned by a castle, which, like that of Buiol, was once
s+ra+egica”y important as a fronfier forf between Castile

d Valencia. Traveller top in this town to buy 1
and valenaa avellers can stop in this fown fo buy the seven irrigation canals to get here, which gave the name to the town. What is definitely
delicious biscuits and buns made at various bakers’ sl/\ops . . .

true is that the town has a wealth of fow\fams, as its name suggests. The |avge
here, try some cool water fv‘ow\ the founi’ain in the main . . . - .
mosaic tile fow\faw\ of the Seven Spom‘s (Siete Caios), for example, is L\lgl/\ly popu|av‘
square and visit the small but cay‘efu”y kepi’ church. On

for its curative properties, and, as its inscription reads, “is a source of richness and
fl/\e outskirts of town are 'Hf\e Gram:le, Hf\e Bolot and H/\e

gives health to the sick”.

Santa Barbara fouvﬁ'ains, in slf\ady scenic spots that are w
-’. H

\/

_

ideal for a short rest along the way. ;Af’rey* tasting its waters, visitors miglr\’r like to exp|ore the smwouncling

T
g area, discovering the fountains of La Roca, El Garbanzo, La Gota
In the direction ofy&l'ova, the horizon presents a series of \P

and La Recija (the source of the Buitol river), or per'/\aps stop

[/\i”fops and peaks that increase in l/\eiglz\i' as +l/\ey march out towards
the Sierra del Caba”én, in the middle of which stands the majestic Montrotdn peak.

The terrain is dotted with fopmfains and foresi’s, serving as a habitat for rabbits,

at the uninhabited om’rlying vi“age of Vallesa and stroll ’rlf\wougl'\
the valley of the same name, between the Santa Maria and Los

Bosqv\es sierras, a picturesque spot fv*om which one can reach the Buseo
parhficlges and wild boars. The riverbanks are sprinkled with the colours of oleanders, . .
reservoir, bov‘c[ev*mg on the edge of the

and almost evev‘yw]/\ere one can smell the aroma of rosemary and gorse in the ain Lo .
district, and enjoy some water sports.

From Yatova or Macastre excursions can be made to the valley of the river Magro

TURi\pSME

GENERALITAT VALENCIANA

AGENCIA VALENCIANA DEL TURISME

between the sierras of Malacara and Martés, or one can climb to the Asno hilltop or

the Pardenilla peak, or try some fislz\ing or canoeing in the Forata reservoir.
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